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At the heart of our work is a commitment to catalyzing positive, sustainable change in the 

communities where we live and work. We believe in the power of partnerships, both 

responsive and strategic, to address urgent needs, build long-term impact, and reflect H.B. 

Fuller Company’s values in action.

1. Community-Driven Responsiveness: Open-Call Grantmaking

We recognize that our communities are dynamic and that needs arise throughout the year. 

Our open-call grantmaking exists to meet these evolving needs through a responsive, 

accessible process, providing support to organizations that align with STEM Education and 

Youth Leadership Development.

• Proposals are accepted two times per year and reviewed by our Global Grant 

Committees.

• The Committee is empowered to assess alignment, determine funding allocations, and 

provide guidance to strengthen community outcomes.

• This pathway ensures that the Foundation remains open to emergent opportunities and 

community-based innovation, particularly for mission-aligned and regionally-diverse 

organizations.

2. Strategic Partnerships and Priority Initiatives: Proactive Grantmaking

In parallel, we invest proactively in select programs and organizations that align with our 

purpose, social impact goals, and long-term strategy. These opportunities are developed 

through an invite-only process and formalized through a collaborative grant application.

• The focus will be on advancing innovative approaches that create measurable, long-term 

impact in communities where we live and work.

• Developed with strategic nonprofit partners, these initiatives may include multi -year 

commitments, capacity building, or catalytic investments that advance shared values of 

equity, access, innovation, and sustainability.



H.B. Fuller Company Foundation 

Fuller Impact Global Grantmaking Program Guidelines

Effective 2026

About the Foundation

At the H.B. Fuller Company Foundation, our mission is to connect what matters by investing 

in initiatives that create lasting improvement in communities where our employees live and 

work.

We envision thriving communities where every individual has the opportunity to reach their 

full potential. By fostering innovation, collaboration, and sustained improvement, we aim to 

be a catalyst for long-term, positive change.

Grantmaking Focus Areas

STEM Education & Youth Leadership Development

STEM Education 

To create opportunities for individuals of all backgrounds to access high-quality education in 

science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM). We prioritize programs that:

• Spark early and sustained engagement in STEM

• Serve students and individuals facing systemic disadvantages in education, including 

but not limited to those from low-income families, first-generation college students, or 

those attending under-resourced schools

• Expand access in communities with limited STEM resources, mentorship, or career 

pathways

• Build equitable opportunities for future success in STEM fields

Youth Leadership Development 

To support education programs that build leadership and development skills for youth. We 

seek to fund initiatives that:

• Serve students or individuals facing systemic disadvantages in education, including 

those from low-income families, first-generation college students, or those attending 

under-resourced schools

• Foster leadership, resilience, and career readiness

• Provide mentorship, hands-on experience, or exposure to career opportunities



Geographic Priorities

We prioritize funding in regions where H.B. Fuller Company operates or has business. This 

includes, but is not limited to, communities across North America, Latin America, Europe, 

Asia-Pacific, and India. We seek to partner with organizations deeply connected to local 

needs and positioned to make a measurable impact in the communities where our 

employees live and work.

Eligibility Criteria

Applicants must meet the following criteria:

• Be a registered nonprofit or non-governmental organization (NGO) in good standing

• Align clearly with one of our two funding focus areas

• Operate programs in or near a community where H.B. Fuller has a presence

What We Do Not Fund

• Individuals or individual scholarships

• Political or religious organizations for sectarian purposes

• Capital campaigns, building projects, or endowments

• One-time events or sponsorships not tied to sustained programming

Application Process

Open-call applications are accepted through the H.B. Fuller Company Foundation Grant 

Portal, powered by Blackbaud, during two grant cycles:

• March 1–31 and August 1–31 annually

In some rare cases, if an applicant organization is deemed not a fit for grant support but fits 

within H.B. Fuller Company Foundation’s focus areas, we may assess if there is alignment 

through other programs or connections offered across our network such as; visibility, 

volunteer support, employee partnerships, or future collaboration opportunities. A member of 

the Foundation staff will reach out if this applies. 

Our Commitment

The H.B. Fuller Company Foundation is committed to equity, inclusion, and opportunity. We 

invest in organizations that serve historically underrepresented and underserved populations 

and work to remove systemic barriers to education and advancement. Through strong 

partnerships, we aim to support meaningful, measurable change, creating lasting 

impact in the communities we call home.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the H.B. Fuller Company Foundation’s new grant philosophy?

The updated philosophy focuses on deepening impact in areas aligned with our corporate 

values, specifically around STEM Education and Youth Leadership Development, while 

supporting employee and community engagement through clear and consistent guidelines.

Why are we updating the grantmaking approach?

To ensure our resources are focused, equitable, and aligned with the company’s strategic 

priorities and evolving community needs.

What types of organizations are eligible for funding?

Eligible organizations include IRS-recognized 501c3 nonprofits and internationally equivalent 

charitable entities and NGOs, vetted through our grantmaking partners, that align with our 

focus areas. Priority is given to those advancing STEM education and youth leadership.

Are there geographic restrictions?

We prioritize funding in communities where H.B. Fuller employees live and work globally. 

For a full list of locations, please visit: H.B. Fuller | Global Locations 

Can religious, political, or international organizations apply?

Religious and political organizations are generally ineligible. International nonprofits may be 

considered if proper vetting occurs and is approved through our global grantmaking partner. 

We utilize our partners at Blackbaud (NPOConnect) to verify eligibility within our grant portal. 

If you are an international organization and have additional questions about eligibility, please 

reach out to your local office to learn more.

How are grants approved?

Proposals are reviewed based on alignment with the Foundation’s pillars, community 

relevance, and strategic impact. Larger grants follow a multi-level review process, including 

Foundation staff and leadership. Committees will use a standardized scoring rubric to 

evaluate applications and determine which organizations advance in the review process.

https://www.hbfuller.com/en/locations


Frequently Asked Questions (continued)

Are there deadlines or funding cycles?

Yes. Funding occurs in two main cycles (March 1-31 and August 1-31 annually) for the 

open-call submissions, and on a rolling basis for proactive partnerships. 

What size grants are typically awarded?

Grant amounts vary by project scope, need, and alignment with our focus areas. Most open-

call grants range from $10,000 to $25,000 (USD), while proactive partnerships may receive 

larger or multi-year support.

Can funding support overhead or operational costs?

Yes, reasonable administrative or indirect costs that directly support program delivery may 

be included in the project budget.

What if our organization aligns with both STEM Education and Youth Leadership 

Development?

We recognize that many programs naturally support both focus areas. However, 

organizations should submit only one application and align it with the focus area that best 

represents the primary goals and outcomes of their work. 

Can we apply more than once a year?

Organizations may apply once per calendar year during the open-call period. If a proposal is 

declined, you may reapply the following calendar year in either cycle.

Do funded nonprofits have to report on their impact?

Yes. We require outcome reporting to track how grants are used and share stories of 

community impact.

Can employees influence or recommend nonprofit partners to apply?

Yes. Employees are encouraged to engage with local nonprofits and may recommend 

organizations for consideration through our Community Affairs Councils or Fuller Impact 

volunteer initiatives.

Who should we contact with questions?

Please email fullerimpact@hbfuller.com
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